


Local Industry Snapshot
Number of Companies 92

Pharmaceuticals & Biotechnology 43
Medical Devices & Instruments 49

5-Year Company Growth (2002-2007) 16.5%
Direct Employment 3,601

Pharmaceuticals & Biotechnology 384
Medical Devices & Instruments 3,217

5-Year Employment Growth (2002-2007) 7.7%
Average Wage $73,770

Industry Leaders
Able Planet
ABR--Affinity Bioreagents
Accellent
Accuthera Inc
ADA Technologies Inc.
Advanced Research Instruments Corp.
Aesthetic Technologies
Airlift Unlimited Inc.
Allos Therapeutics Inc.
Animal Health Options
Aqualitech LLC
Archtek Inc
Arcscan Inc.
 Biovision Technologies Inc.
Byers Peak Incorporated
Cap Biotechnology Inc
Caridian BCT
Carson Engineering
Cerapedics Inc.
Cobe Sterilization Services
Colorado School of Mines
CoorsTek
DaVita
Evergreen Research Inc.
Feiger Health Research Center
Gambro (formerly Gambro Renal Products)
Gel Analytics LLC
Genethera Inc
Gilead Colorado Inc
Global Med Technologies
Gnathodontics
Hard Nutrition (Health Advantage Research 
Development)
Lifeloc Technologies
Medefficiency Inc.
Medical Modeling Inc.
Meinhard Glass Products
Mesa Laboratories
Metafluidics Inc
National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Navigant Biotechnologies Inc
Olympus Soft Imaging Solutions Corp.
Orthotic Prosthetic Solutions
Peak Analytical Inc.
PharmaJet Inc.
Porta-lung Inc.
Precision Diagnostic Instruments
Prosthetic Illusions
Protogenic, Inc.
Protomed Inc.
Quasar Medical Co LLC
Quest Product Development Corp.
Rocky Mountain Biosystems Inc.
Sartorius North America Inc
Sienco Inc.
Sorin Group USA
Summit Doppler Systems Inc.
Veterinary Diagnostic Technology, Inc.
TDA Research
TMJ Implants Inc
Toltec International Inc.
Walkmed Infustion LLC
Whipchek Manufacturing Corp.
Wyeth

Biofuels
A1 Organics
BBI Bioventures
Biomass Energy Foundation
Blue Sun Biodiesel
Center for Biorefining and Biofuels (C2B2)
Community Power Corporation
Coors/Merrick & Co.
Geosynfuels
Luca Technologies Inc.
Power Ecalene Fuels Inc.

Labor Market

Occupational Title Avg. Annual 
Salary

Medical Scientists, except Epidemiologists $81,900
Biomedical Engineers $79,580
Biochemists & Biophysicists $78,700
Biological Scientists, all other $64,717
Medical & Clinical Laboratory Technologists $48,850
Biological Technicians $40,120

Source: CO Department of Labor, 2007 Occupational Wages (Denver PMSA)

Workforce Development
Colorado School of Mines (CSM) is a public 
research university located in Jefferson County that 
is internationally recognized for its leadership in 
engineering, applied science and related disciplines. 
CSM offers undergraduate and advanced degrees 
through its bioengineering and life science programs. As 
part of the University’s 30 research centers, CSM has 
research in the development of medical devices, biofuels 

and biofining, bioengineering and nano medicine.

The University of Colorado Health Sciences Center is ranked among 
the nation’s top 50 medical schools for both research and primary 
care. The university offers certificate programs in bioinformatics for 
baccalaureate prepared students at the Colorado Springs campus and 
programs at the master’s level at the Denver campus. Ph.D. programs in 
bioinformatics are offered at the Health Sciences Center. 

Many community colleges in the Denver Metro area offer courses in 
engineering and/or science disciplines that support the local bioscience 
industry. These courses are designed to prepare students to work as 
technicians in the biomedical industry. Students can emphasize R&D or 
biotechnology manufacturing.

Specific programs include:
• Red Rocks Community College – Biotechnology Degree
• Community College of Aurora – Bio Technician Certificate
• Arapahoe Community College – Medical Laboratory Technician
• Front Range Community College – Medical Office Technology

The Metro Denver WIRED Initiative, 
a four year, $15 million regional 
workforce development grant from 
the Department of Labor is working to 
develop a labor force skilled at STEM 
(science, technology, engineering and 
math) for the nine-county Metro Denver 
and Northern Colorado’s  region’s fastest 
growing industries, including aerospace, 
bioscience, energy and information 
technology.

The Jefferson County Workforce 
Center helps youth and adults identify, 
locate, and prepare for the work they want, 
helps businesses hire well, so they can prosper, and partners with other 
organizations so that everyone gets more bang for their buck. Funded 
through federal tax dollars, most services are delivered without charge to 
employers and jobs seekers. www.jeffcoworkforce.org 303.271.4700

Local Industry News
Allos Therapeutics (Westminster) is a biopharmaceutical company 
focused on developing and commercializing small molecule 
therapeutics for the treatment of cancer. The Company’s lead 
product candidate, PDX (pralatrexate), is an antifolate currently 

under evaluation in a Phase 2 (PROPEL) trial in patients with relapsed or refractory 
peripheral T-cell lymphoma. www.allos.com 

CaridianBCT, Inc. (Lakewood) -- Gambro BCT, Colorado’s 
largest medical device manufacturer, changed its name to 
CaridianBCT Inc. in July 2008 after the Swedish company 
Gambro AB spun off the Lakewood business as an independent, 

private company. Employing about 1,800 people in 
Jefferson County, CaridianBCT is a leading global 
provider of technology, products and services in 
automated blood collections therapeutic systems, 
whole blood processes and pathogen reduction 
technologies. A separate company - Gambro 
Renal Products USA - will remain in Lakewood 
under Gambro AB ownership. www.caridianbct.
com  

Sorin Group USA 
(Arvada) This U.S. 

headquarters operation was formerly known 
as COBE Cardiovascular. The Sorin Group is 
recognized for its pioneering dedication and 
development of therapeutic solutions in the 
treatment of cardiovascular disease.  
www.soringroup-usa.com

DaVita (Lakewood) DaVita 
provides outpatient dialysis 
services for those diagnosed with chronic kidney failure. DaVita recently 

purchased Gambro Healthcare Inc. (Gambro) from Gambro AB which also operated 
outpatient dialysis clinics throughout the United States.  www.davita.com 

Gambro (Unincorp. Jeffco) This U.S. headquarters operation is 
part of the Sweden-based global medical technology company that 

is a leader in developing and supplying renal care products and therapies. The company 
recently moved into Colorado’s first LEED Platinum office building called the Signature 
Centre. www.gambroamericas.com 

Did You Know?
• Jefferson County houses 32% of the medical device and 

instruments employment in the Metro Denver region, the 
second highest concentration of the nine counties.

•	Metro Denver was ranked a top-five life science and 
development location in a Site Selection magazine survey.

•	Colorado ranks 14th in the nation for the number of NIH grants

•	Colorado has 470 bioscience companies, employing 15,500 
workers

•	Colorado ranks 16th out of 50 states for its 2007 
concentration of pharmaceuticals and biotech companies

•	Colorado ranks 6th in the nation for its 2007 concentration of 
medical device and instruments employment (11,490)

•	Colorado is home to several Federal laboratories which attract 
an estimated $750 million research dollars per year.

Bioscience Companies in Jefferson County

Source: D&B Marketplace, 2007; Development Research Partners

Bioscience Employment in Jefferson County

EtO Ster i l i za t ion  Fac i l i ty -
Lakewood is home to Colorado’s only EtO 
(ethylene oxide) device sterilization facility. 
The facility is owned and operated by Caridian 
BCT and has fulfilled requirements for EPA, 
FDA, ISO and OSHA compliance since 
becoming operational in 1999. 
www.caridianbct.com

CoorsTek recently opened a state-of-the-
art multi-million dollar New Specialty 
Materials Center in Golden. The Center 
focuses on developing next generation 
ceramic materials for applications in 
high-tech markets including medical, 
electronics, laser and several others. 
www.coorstek.com


